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The education industry is one of the world’s oldest industries
and has played its role in advancing civilization and the
general well-being of human society. Having said that, it is
also an industry that has undergone little change or
transformation over many centuries and has remained
‘traditional’. However, this industry is now facing serious
challenges brought about by rapidly advancing technologies
that have transformed many other industries and sectors.
The seminar will bring to light these important challenges
and the need for universities, especially those in Malaysia, to
keep up with the changes so as to remain competitive and
relevant. The topic will be dealt with by three distinguished
and experienced individuals, who hail from the business and
academic worlds.
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Speakers:
Changing Economic Landscape:
New Challenges to Economic Sectors and Academia
Datuk David Chua Kok Tee
Managing Director - DC & A Group of Companies
Director, Malaysia-China Business Council
Member, Small Debt Restructuring Committee, Bank Negara Malaysia
Director, Credit Guarantee Corporation Malaysia
Member, Anti-Corruption Advisory Board

Ever since nations the world over enter the borderless era, new ways in the
conduct of activities in all spheres have progressed at an unprecedented speed
and intensity. These changes have brought tremendous impacts on human life
and found expressions in all spectrums, especially in the economic and
geopolitical spheres. In its wake, the academia has to be alive to these forces
of change and to evolve and meet the challenges of the times in order to remain
relevant thereby support human endeavors for continued and sustainable
progress in the future.

Are Malaysian Universities Preparing for Change
in Progressing Towards 2050?
Tan Sri Professor Ghauth Jasmon
Board Member, Sunway University

This seminar will explore the possible significant changes that is expected to
occur in higher education in the next few decades and to examine what
Malaysian universities should do to be in keeping with the expected changes to
come. The rapid advancement of technology especially in AI and internet
technology that we are seeing now will force the current university system into
new formats that we have never dreamed of before. In 30 years, it is forecasted
that the traditional mortar and brick institutions will transform into open
learning systems and classes accessible anytime anywhere. These changes will
undoubtedly compel the change in the role of academics, administrators and
how students will learn. Consequently, university business models will have to
change so as to fit into the expected changes.

Embracing Digital Learning:
Preparing for the Future of Higher Education
Professor Dato’ Dr Mansor Fadzil
President/Vice-Chancellor of OUM

Internet-based tools and applications have revolutionised the higher education
landscape within the last several decades. In the near future, digital learning
will assume an instrumental role in cementing the immense influence of the
Internet on how we teach and learn. This presentation will explore some of the
key elements in embracing digital learning from the perspective of Open
University Malaysia as the nation’s premier open and distance learning
institution.

