
 

 

 
 
 
Noor Farida Ariffin: G25 Agenda for a Better Malaysia 
 
 
The G25, a group of prominent Malaysians, will lobby the country’s rulers and MPs over increasing 
Islamisation and the role of Sharia law in the multi-racial country, its representative Dato’ Noor 
Farida Ariffin told a forum organised by the Jeffrey Cheah Institute. 
 
The group worries that Islamic criminal laws imposed by Malaysia’s individual states undermine the 
supremacy of the Federal Constitution. Earlier this year, they met aides of Prime Minister Najib 
Razak to urge a review the enactments with a view to their repeal, but worried that momentum may 
have stalled they are now exploring other options, Dato’ Noor said. 
 
The G25 http://g25malaysia.org is also calling for an evaluation of moral policing laws that are 
enforced by state religious authorities, sometimes zealously. 
 
“We are the only country that has made personal sins into a crime against the state,” Dato’ Noor 
told the audience. “State authorities have no business doing this. These laws should be scrapped.” 
 
Dato’ Noor, a civil service lawyer who was Malaysia’s Ambassador to the Netherlands for seven 
years, listed a number of incidents which had raised the group’s concern, including the arrest and 
prosecution of book store manager Nik Raina Nik Abdul Aziz 
https://www.facebook.com/justice4nikraina for selling a book that wasn’t banned, the case over the 
use of the word Allah by non-Muslims and the seizure of Bibles 
http://www.themalaysianinsider.com/malaysia/article/bibles-seized-by-jais-returned-to-society-
says-azmin, the issuance of fatwas http://www.themalaysianinsider.com/malaysia/article/putrajaya-
to-blame-for-fatwa-against-sisters-in-islam-says-founder and late night raids for “khalwat” or “close 
proximity.” http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Nation/2014/12/25/wan-saiful-wan-jan-checked-for-
khalwat-in-hotel-room/   
 
“Islam actually values privacy,” she said. “What they are doing is bringing disrepute to Islam.” 
 
Noor Farida noted Islamisation had also undermined the relationship between the country’s 
different ethnic and religious communities, citing the late night brawl over a smartphone near a 
Kuala Lumpur shopping centre http://www.themalaysianinsider.com/malaysia/article/trio-in-low-yat-
plaza-brawl-fined-rm1800-each and a 50-strong group 
http://www.themalaysianinsider.com/malaysia/article/we-forgive-cross-protestors-says-taman-
medan-church-pastor who forced a suburban church to remove the cross from the bulding’s 
facade. While a majority of Malaysians are Muslims, about 25% are ethnic Chinese and 10% 
ethnic Indian. 
 
“Our politicians are politicising religion and also playing the racial card,” Dato’ Noor warned. “The 
government is not doing anything to restrain the NGOs or the religious bureaucracy.”  
 
The G25 rose to prominence in December 2015, when it released an open letter to the government  
on disputes surrounding Islamic law, alleging a “serious breakdown” in the division of powers 
between the federal and state governments. From the 25 senior civil servants who signed the 
letter, it now has more than 50 members and is looking to broaden its base of support further. 
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With the investigation into state investment fund 1MDB and the revelation that the Prime Minister 
received $700 million into his private bank account http://news.yahoo.com/malaysian-leader-
silences-critics-media-survive-scandal-051821103.html, the G25 is also expanding its interests to 
support good governance and democratic institutions. 
 
“When we start arresting government servants trying to perform their duties as mandated by law 
that’s something else,” Dato’ Noor said. “It is incumbent upon us to make sure we do something to 
rebuild our public institutions.”  
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